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THE SITUATION.
President Lincoln's uccount of the late paace negotia¬

tions was rocelvod In Congress yebtenlny. It is of con-

sldorablo length, and is very complete In Its details, nar¬

rating the circumstances of Mr. Blair's visits to Rich¬
mond and supplying all the de°patchos preliminary to

the meeting of the President with the rebel torn-

mission*) rs is Hampton Roads, as well an giving a

report of the proceedings of the conference Itself.

Though Mr. BUir went to Richmond with tho

consent of the government, he hod no authority
to speak or act for it. Jeff. Davis jtent a letter by him,
expressing his willingness to send or recoive commis¬

sioners, and Mr. Lincoln sul>soqnently stated hU willing*
nese to receivc grntlomon Informally chosen on behalf of

the rebels with tho object of securing peace on the basis

of an undivided country. Tlufore the rebel commissioners

were mot by the President thoy wore given to under¬

stand that the negotiations won to be infurin.il, and

thnt no proportion which In the sVghtest degree
contaminated a recognition of the so-called "ConfcUerrto

Clates" could be for a moment entertained. During tlio

conference Meters. Stephens, Hunter and Campbell en¬

deavored to effect an agreement for an armistice, but

wire informed by Mr. Lincoln that thero could be

ao oespension of hostilities till the rebels had dis¬

banded their armies and acknowledged their alle¬

giance to the national government; and also

tluU there could be no rooessioa an the sla¬

very question. General Grant had been previously in¬

structed not to allow the presence of the rebel agents
within his lines to cause any delay In his military opera¬

tions. The President concludes his report by saying that

"tho oonferenoe endod without result." Mr. Seward has

sent a despatch to Mr. Adams, our Minister In London,
Stating the facts oonnectod with the negotiations.

It was reported in Richmond on last Tuesday that

Charleston had been evacuated by Uie rebels. The Rirti-

m<>nd papers, however, say that their War Department
bad no confirmation sf the rumor.

The conflate despatches which we pnhltsh this morn¬

ing give additional particulars of the lata Important
movement of tha Army of the Potomac, by which much

valuable ground has bofln captured from the enemy and

Its lines on tha Ml extended four or five miles. It ap¬

pear* to be General Grant's Intention to hold thla new

groand permanently, and defensive works, which the

rebels themselves acknowledge to be very strong, have

aooordlngly been thrown up by tha national troops

on both sides of Hatcher's ma The extension of

General Grant's military railroad to that point, N Is

anticipated, will also soon be completed. We have

received no aocounts of any lighting since Tuesday last

On Wednwday everything remained quiel The Union

casualties oa the three preceding days an estimated at

between eleven and twelve hundred. Two rebel general
officers.Pegram and Sorrell.wera killed. The Rich¬

mond Emaminrr acknowledges that General Grant's

object In tills movement was attained. Ws give to-day
another map of the Held of operations.
The President has sipned the Joint resolution of Ororress

terminating the treaty of 181 T with Great Britain, which

limit d ths naval foroa at each nation on ou r northern

lakes.
In yesterday's TTkiuu.»> ws* tfwn a report of the pro¬

ceedings <* ths Richmond mass meeting gotten op for
the porpeae of crest ing an oxdWnic-nt over (he report ai
the rebel pesce agents, Mid W>d*y wo give a fnllsr report

of JefT. Davis' speeoli on the ocoaalon and rebel newspaper
comments. The Rtclimmri Eramin.r seyi that thla fresh
4,flring of tho Southern heart" "will be of no ass, will
lead to no good, will subside again into
deeper apathy and despondency," unices u the
Confederate anthonUea are also up u, ths mark," thua
phowing that, notwithstanding all the^r boasts about a

«*its4 South once mora. Jeff. 's home oroonsats have no

idea of stopping their tir oo hlot Tb« 1.ifcur mUc
for ven.uttUK, reuliauoo tud the moat uwt iminini

of YanWoM. Ia» sawe paper »yi that Mr. Stephen*,
rebel Vice PreeM- at, Uaa gone to Georgia for the porpaaa
of '*canvaa*ag that tuto for the moat \ lgoroos proaeou-
tiaa of the war." On the strength of tha failure of the

peace negotiations the gold operator* bad succeeded In

pushing the prloa of that article stiU higher la Rich¬

mond, for which they are of course savagely denounced

by the journals of that city. General Hood had arrived
In Richmond.

It la stated that the rebel Senata baa, by an almoat una¬

nimous vots, r J xtd tha till for putting two hunirJd

thooaand negroes In tbelr armies.
From Southern sources we hare the statement that it

has been decided by the rebel military authorities to

entirely abandon Central Mississippi, including the coun¬

try between the Yazoo and Big Black riven and ths Mis¬

sissippi Central Railroad, and fall back on the Mobile and

Ohio Railroad.

Large amounts of supplies for ths Union soldiers In

prison at Danville, Va., sent by our government through
flag of truoo, loft Richmond on Thursday for their destina¬

tion. *

CONGRESS.
In the Senate yesterday, the President's report upon

the recent pence negotiations was received, read, and or¬

dered to lay on the table and to be printed. Mr. Sauls-

bury gave notice that he ahould move that the document
be referred to a select committee of Ave, to report at any
time. A bill to facilitate the collection of ^pvurn-
ment claims against defaulting Post Office agents
who have aided tho rebels was passod. The
consideration of the bill making appropriations
for the judicial, executive and legislative ex¬

penses of tfoe government was then resumod. On
motion of Mr. Sherman the Deficiency Appropriation
bill.which has failed twice because the Senato refused
to agree to the clause g'ving the employes of the Houso
extra compensation was added to the bill under dis¬

cussion, with the clause referred to omibtod. After tbe

adoption of tome unimportant amendments, without
taking ilnal action on tbe bill, the Penate adjourned.

In the House of Representatives, the galleries were

crowded with spectators anxious to hear r.ad the Presi¬
dent's report ou the reccnt pears mission. In duo timo

t ic paper was road, aud an animated discussion ensued,
Mr. Brooks, of Now York, condemning tho course of tha

President, while Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, defended
It Finally, a motion to print twenty thousand oopies of
the report was appropriately referred; and, without trans¬

acting any other business cf into.o.;t to tho public,
tho House adjourned.

THS IEGIGLA.TTJEE.
In tho Stnt" Senate yesterday bills to Increase the

fees of tho Hell Gate pilots, and declaring Monday,
whonovor holidays occur on Sunday, a legal holiday,
wero reported favorably. The Assembly amendments
to the Central Park bill, and tho Str.to Bounty bill
were concuricd in. Bills wcro introduced concoming
gas light corporations; amending tho charter of
the Republic Insurance Company, and to a

emendthe charter of the Bloomln^'dale Savings
Bank. Bills wero passed to faclllate tho pur¬
chase of lands for the Croton reservoir; and fixing tho sal¬

ary of tbe members of the New York Common Council
at two thousand dollars per annum. Mr. Lalmbecr Intro¬
duced a substitute for tho original Metropolitan Fire De¬
partment bill, which In ludos Brooklyn with tho district,
but exempts that city from tbe operations of the law

except that, the Firo Department report annually to tho
commissioners. Tho present dopartmcrt retains exclu¬
sive control over tlie present charity fund. The Senate
then adjourned until Monday evening.

In the Assembly bills were Introduced to Incorporate
the German- American Association of New York; to regu¬
late wharfage along tho Hudson river; regulnting the
charge for ferriage between New York and Brooklyn;
relative to the Marine Court of New York ; to Incorporate
tho Otrman Savings Bank and tho People's Savings
Bank, New York ; also tho National Savings Bank, Brook¬
lyn. Bills wcro noticed to authorize tbe Jersey Forry
and First Avenue Railroad Company; also for tho more

efficient cloaning of the streets in Now York and Brook-

HI3CELLANE0TJB NEWS.
At a special Meeting of the Board of Aldermen, held

yestorday afternoon, the ordinance previously adoptod
by the Board of Couucilmon, Inflicting a One of not 1«hi
than one thousand and not more than five thousand dol¬
lars on all persona found guilty of taking recruit* out of
the rlty to be credited to any other county or State, waa

unanimously concurred In. No other business was trans¬
acted. The ordinance v.-.is immed-ately after signed by
the Mayor, and is now a law.
In the Supreme Court., ch.itr.bcrs, before Judge Bar¬

nard, yeat rday. n motion was made by the counsel of
David L. Gardiner for the appointment of a receiver to
the estate of his mother, Mm. Juliana Oardlnor, of Rich¬
mond county, N. Y., deceased, on tho ground of Incom¬
petency of the executor, ex-Judge Roosevelt Mrs. Gar¬
diner died on tho 4th of October last, leaving property
valued at twenty-seven thousand dollar*, the (.renter part
of which was bequeathed, to her daughter, Mrs. Julia G.

Tyk>r, widow of President Tyler, and hor gra;idnou, Harry
Beekman. The Judge took the papors and reserved h'->
decision on the motion.
Yesterday In tho Supreme Court, r trcult, before Judge

Johnson, 'William C. Moore received a verdict against the

city for seven hundred and thirteen dollars dama<es, for
Ions incurred in the dastructlon of Allerton'a Hotel by the
rioters In July, 1863.
James StIUwoll brought an action In the Court of Com¬

mon Pleas yesterday to recover the face value of the

coupons on Cfteon first mortgage bonds of the Mariposa
Mining Company, on which, he alleged, he had not re¬

ceived his Interest. The decision of the Court waa re¬

served.
Recorder Hoffman sentenced a number of prisoners

yeeterday In the Court of General Sessions. Mary
Aichle, who kidnapped a child in the stroet, was sent to
the State Prison for two years. Patrick McOarty, a

notorious burglar, was sentenoed to four years and six
months' Imprisonment, and KlizaGllford, Ann Hughes and
Mary Ormsby (old shoplifters) were slso sent to the State
Prison. Adam Pons, who waa indicted for the homicide
of Timothy Scanlan,( pleaded guilty to manslaughter la
the fourth degree, and Judgment waa suspended, In view
of his good character and of the fact that the killing waa
accidental.
Among the additional amata by Colon* Baker and his

o (Beers, on charges of fraud In die bounty brokerage
bualneas, are Jamas Mooney, of No. 4 Chambers street;
Richard Magulrs, of Nassau street, and Sergeant McCue,
of Cedar street. Oolonol Baker la now engaged In an In¬

vestigation for the purpose of ascertaining the number of
forged papers that hare been mads out In tbla city and
Brooklyn, and expects to have this work completed by
Monday next.
The ponds In and around the slty were again thronged

yesterday, the Ice being In good condition. There waa a

slight fail of snow about noon, but not sufficient to Inter¬
fere with the sport. On the Fifth avenue pond there
wfll be a grand display tbla afternoon and evening. Two
bands will furnish music, and at night there will be a
petroleum illumination.
The Senate of the Indiana Legislature has adopted the

Constitutional amendment for the abolition of slavery,
and It was oipsrlfi.; that It would receive the endorse¬
ment of the House last ni{hfc Indiana will bo the thir¬
teenth State to ratify it
John A. Middleton, of Brooklyn, was yesterday re¬

quired to give two thousand dollars ball, In the Tombs
Police Court, to answer to the complaint of Austin B.
Trowbrldf, of Wert Fifty seventh street, who charges
that Mlddelton borrowed of him, In De-umber last, by
making false representations, over nineteen hundred dol-
lore, which he has not yet refunded.
The steamship Golden Rule, Captain IUbcock, from

Greytown, Nicaragua, 3d Inst, airbed at tills port lost

ntglit Hhe enommtered hoavy w«terly gsloa to the

southward of Cape Hatterssi
Storks were doll but variable y«ster<lay. Oorernment

securities wers stronger. Gold was heavy, M,d, alter

opening at 311^, rlosed at 710%.
Th'.-re was bet little Iruolueas doing yentcrdsy, except

in a few nrUi>i The diwnsnd for lni|>o-t<vl n» rehsndlsr
has been quito Mjtl'ed owing to Ihsuneerta'nty si to tho
tariff cbanges Nearly all kinds are nominal Domestla
goods were rather flunsr, and la norne cases htghar prices
were obtalnod. Cotton uwiined Ho., while petroleum
was flrr er. On '< toe flour market was mere

active, sod an ndvams of 10a wos o»tnhlt*hed. Wheat
was 8c higher, while osle and corn worn firm and mors

scUre. Pork ruled flrmer but quiet. Iieaf was active,
whll i lard was rather firmer, with mors do.ng. Whiskey
M doll and lower. FrsUhis wars oolet but Dm.

President LlaMaa'l K«fMt *f tlu VMM*
ConfcrcBccwTM Vprm+r.
President Lfaeeln's report of the late Hantp-

tos Roads peMO coaferenoe is before oar

readers. It is interesting and latisfcctory.
Essentially, upon the main question, agreeing
with the report of the rebel oommins'onerB, we
see that the conferenoe ended with a clear un¬

derstanding on both sides; that all the delu¬
sions of half-way reoonstructioniste and patch¬
work peacemakers were swept away, and that
the result.a great result.is a distinct and

sharplj defined issue on each side, which can

be settled only by the dlplonwoy of the

bayonet
Reader, hare you ever seen a whale with a

harpoon in his tide, floundering In the seat
He dives to the bottom, he rises to the surface
in another place, and down he goes and up
again, till at last he lashes the waves into foam
in his impotent rage and suffering, and then
he gives up the ghost Sufch is the terrible
hiss and ftiry raised at Richmond over tbe "in¬
tolerable insult of Lincoln's peace proposi¬
tions." The rebellion, like the wounded whale,
k in its dying convulsions; but it will
never surrender. Jeff. Davis calls his
followers around him and gives them
their cue. If he had a thousand lives he would
die the death of a thousand whales before he
would succumb. Tbe citizens of Richmond
then resolve that they "do Bpurn, with tbe in¬

dignation due to so gross an insult, tbe terms
on which the President of the United States has

proffered peace." Tbe Richmond journals next
lake up the hue and cry. Tbe Sentinel, Join's
especial organ, says:."The reply of Lincoln was
coarse, savage and taunting to our commis¬
sioners," and that "a terrible reaction is in¬

augurated." Tlie Dispatch snye "we nek no

more for peace, nor do wo expect it, nor will
wo havo It, whllo the foot of a Yankee 6oluior
pollutes this soil." The Whig says that "tbe
man who is not satisfied with this effort at ne¬

gotiation is a faction is1, and will be lield by
all as an oneuy of the cause." The Enquirer
calls upon Vi -^inia and her people to give up
"their gold and eiiver, jewelry and plutej fol¬
lowed by tbe pledge of tbe abolition oi' slavery
and Lbo conscription of tlio negroes into the
army, to work and to fight" The Examiner re¬

joices that tbe peaco bubble has exploded,
bec.tuse of ' its mischievous effects upon the

army and upon society;" and declares, as the
common sentiment, that "if any man now talks
of submission he should bo hung to the nearest

lamp pos!-'
The war-whoop drowns all other voices at

Ricfimend. Jeff. has gained his point. He has
silenced the peace agitators around him. lie
has it now all Lis own way. IIow long this
will last is quito another thing. The war pro¬
gramme suggested is excoedingly ficrco. Fac-
tionists arc to be hung without oeremsny,
desor!c:s are to be shot like berets, every able-
bod'.id v. hito man who can bo caught is to have

a miu»;;ot put into his hands and a knupsaok on

his back, negroes are to be put into the army
at the discretion of Davis, slavery is to be abol¬
ished, if its abolition shull be l'ound necessary ;
all the old shot guns and horse pistols in the
hands of citizens arc to be turned over to the
army, and last, though not least, a seizure of
all the gold in the hunds of the money brokers
is recommendod, as noting more than fair,
considering the seizure of every thing else be¬
longing to every body elao. Under this cruel
programmo, the disheartened, impoverished,
despairing and demoralized people of the re¬

bellious States are expectod to " conquer or

dio."
What will be their response? We have it

foreshadowed by tho Mobile Advertiser, when
it says, "We have not a doubt that tho country,
including the slave proprietors, large and
small, would compromise to-day for peace and
independence on the basis of gradual and uni¬
versal emancipation of the blacks. We may
go further and say that large numbers would
be willing to give up all their cherished
thoughts of independence and exchange tho
institution for naked peace upon terms of recon¬
struction. This is a great chango," continues
the editor " a wonderful change of popular
sentiment resulting from four years of tremen¬
dous conflict." Indeed it is; nor is it limited
to Alabama. It is operating among the people
and the rank and file of llood'B dismantled
army in Mississippi; it is at work from the
centre to the conQncs of Georgia; it has filled
the western counties of North Carolina with
organized bands of fighting desertora from the
rebel army.men fighting for "their rights"
on their own programme.

This ferocious war exoitomcnt at Richmond,
this horrible flashing of swords and gnashing of
tocth, this Indian yelling on tho war path, all this
pitiful uproar, fuss and fuiy will soon exhaust
itself. It will hardly raise an answocing echo
beyond the lines of Lee's army. It will pro-
duoe neither soldiers, nor arms, nor supplies in
distriots that have no more of them things to
give. It will not catl up conscripts out of the
ground. It will not relax the tightening and
resistless combinations of General Grant, nor
remove the deep impression from the Southern
public mind that Davis and his confederacy are
lost beyond redemption. On the day before
the report of Stephens, Hunter and Campbell
was published in Richmond the price of gold
there was one gold dollar for forty-five dollars
in what is known as "Confederate scrip." On
the day of the publication of that report and
all the hallabaloo of the war dance, it re¬

quired forty-six dollars in Jeff's paper to bay
a dollar in gold.

This single (hot explains the real value of all
this war clamor in tho rebel capital. The
money changers understand it, and we dare
say that among them, before the end of another
week, Joff.'s paper will go begging at one cent
for tho dollar. The bondholders of the con¬

federacy have been sold, its slaveholders have
been cheated, its soldier* have been betrayed,
its people have been drugged to the verge of
destruction; and all this, with another argu¬
ment or two from Grant and Shcrmon, will be
recognizee, even In Richmond, whatever may
bo the fate ot Jeff. Davis.

Tns Danoebocs IYomrnth or Prrnoijcr*..
Thero is a fearful warning contained in the
j-ocout nwtol disusto by firo in Philadelphia
whJch shctrld not be lost The details of that
sacrifice of life in a river of flro.Ami romors^

lews Phlegetiion which rushed tiirougb tho streets
of Philadelphia.-ere too horrille to d well upon;

but there is a lesson to be learned from them by
other communities which ought not to go un¬

heeded. Tl»e storage of petroleum in large
citios, or in tact in any place surrounded by
habitations, should bo strictly prohibi'ed. It is

I more dangerous in its nrmmrUos than ajin-

powdar or firewo; k*. It has been aaotfftainej
that la . temperutu a of from seventy-five te
one hundred digrj«w, petroleum in its erode
state evolves tgwu explosive u gunpowder,
which, if bought in oonnoction with a lighted
candle or matoh, produces instant combustion.
The storage of this article, then, in tbe midst of
a city is more dangerous than a mine under¬
neath its foundations.
We call upon the Common Council and the

Legislature to enact laws at onoe excluding
petroleum from- the limits of the city. Let it be
stored in places far away from human habitar
tions. There is at present a quantity of it stored
in Maiden lane and in South street, in the very
heart of this populous city. We need not point
to the imminent danger to life and property in
these localities arising from tbe presence of this
treaohcrous agent of death and destruction in
thoir vicinity. The Legislature and the Com¬
mon Council should act promptly in this matter,
or we cannot calculate upon the disaster to
whioh we are hourly exposed.
Oar Success at Hatcher's Ram.The Ad-

vsntsgts of the Movement.
There are three points of view in which the

reoent movement of Grant on Hatcher's ran

will be fonnd, upon examination, to be a very
decided success for our arms. They are the
only points also in whioh it can possibly- be
regarded by any one not either an open enemy
or a very short sighted and faint hearted friend.
Grant and Leo have stood, like 'wrestlers,

lockod in an oven embrace, fbr over six
months. Each was ablo to hold his own.

Neither could move the other. Loe was in
fortifications that Grant could not storm. Grant
was in a position from which Lee could not
oust him. It looked, therefore, like a military
deadlock. But there was alwayB a very posi¬
tive solution for it. The fortifications were an

absolute necessity to Leo. To Grant they were
only temporary expedients. Lee could not
have kept tbo field without thorn, for he was

inferior in point of numbers; and to venture

o;>on buttle and lose man for man with his
onemy was certain dentruetion. To force or

tempt hhn to suc'a battle was, therefore, Grant's
plan. From that cause resulted the memorable
baltlns on the Weldon Railroad. Dot thoso
battles were so exponsivo in men that Lee was

forced to discontinue them when no nearer

Ids objcct than at the commencement;
and from that time he has avoided open
battles with the consistency of one compellod
by the most absolute necessity. He seemed to
answer every temptation with the thought that
his army was the last hope of his cause, and
with the determination to build his forts still
stronger and better. Yet, despite those groat
forts and the necessity that he is under to

fight only in those forts, Grant has once more

towpted Leo to an expensive open battle on

even terms outside of his delcnces. Perhaps
we should rather say that Grant bos thus

tcmptod Lee's inconsiderate subordinates.Gor¬
don and Hill.whom Lee "damns with faint

pralso," or no praiso at all, in his account of
the battle. Lee would not have been thus
tempted. But the fact tl'at a part ofLee's army
has thus once more been allured into an open
fight, in which it has lostman for man, with our

more numerous forces is the important one of
this contest. Lee has once more been induccd
to "come out and fight," and that is always a

(Treat advantage for us.

But Grant has also by this movement con¬

tinued one of the means by which, last year,
be so seriously embarras3od Lee. He has made
his line four miles longer. Moreover this ex¬

tension strengthens his line. Before his left was
"in the air." Now it rests on a stream that

very greatly inoreases its defsnslbility. But it
is very remarkable to see this acquisition
spoken of as a "disaster." Grant, on the 5th
instant, Sunday last, moved two corps by dif¬
ferent roads from his camps to Hatcher's run,
Rowanty creek, the latter stream being the
continuation of the former. His infantry
crossed the stream and held the position
abandoned by the enemy's ontposts, while his
cavalry pressed on after the retreating enemy
to Dinwiddie Court House. At that point the
enemy was reinforced, and our cavalry, driven
ii^ turn, fell baok on the infantry. Such were

the operations of the first day. On the next

day (Monday) our forces, according to General
Lee, did not take up the advanoe,but Pegram's
robel division appearing on our front, it was
attacked, and driven rapidly, General Pegram
boing killed. Pegram's division was reinforcod
by another division, under Evans, which forced
our line back, but which was again.still in the
words of General Lee." compelled to retire."
Mahone's division then reinforced the enemy
once more and drove our men to the very posi¬
tion where Pegram had found them early in the
d%y.
Such is General Lee's own aocount of what

he will learn, whan he seas Friday's Daily
Newt, was a victory over Grant, though he
does not regard it in that light at present.
Grant has extended his line four miles, taken
in Hatcher's run, and holds, apparently, all the
ground that he intended to take. He has also
made some very ugly gaps in threo oi the
enemy's veteran divisions. He has not
retired a foot since the appearance of
Pegram's division on his front, on the Gtb inst.,
began the battle. It appears that there was a

panic in the Fifth corps, and that accounts for
the fact that Mahone forced our line in his last ad¬
vance from the position to which we had driven
Evans; but, even with this panic, U seems that
he oould not force it across the stream. It is
not strange to hear all this spoken of by the
DaOiJ Newt as a "disaster." That is perfeotly
consistent. We expcot nothing else from the
ifetas. It is on that side, and must keep up the
rebel cause as best it may. But when the Tribune
talks in that way it is another matter. The 7H-
hun» is the reputed friend of the national cause,
and therefore such assertions in its columns will
have another effect Such assertions are con¬
sistent with the weakness of Greoley's nature,
ne is a very chicken-hearted warrior.ready to
run at the least alarm, and to aasume that we
have been beaten. Bat, though we can soo that
these assertions flow from tho miserable temerity
that is Greeley's greatest characteristic, they
still do great harm, for they make a journal that
is accepted as a Union journal admit a Union
defeat when Micro la no occasion. That dis¬
courages the people, and, no far as the influence
of one nheot goes on the public mind, it is as bad
as if there had really been a disaster.
Eut there b> i tLird point of view in which

the movement wi:< quite ns important as in any
other. It wits a diversion for (ho benefit of Gen-
oral Sherman. It was to show Lee the possible
peril of sending away many men, and to keep

i his eyes opeu to the fact that Qrani was raadx
f"

N *ny instant. In this point of view I
femgh ot. tu |

fl«W on which it vu fo<q{ht it may secffl Ifi h«
. disaster. The ulterior purpose* of a battle

muat alwaya be kept in eight Or-^'s move¬
ment at Belmont, e..riy in the war, is chionicled
at one of the rebel victories even by Union
writers; but there is no doubt that it broke up
the combinations for an invasion that might
have conquered Missouri. Sherman is now

pushing on splendidly, and there is great pres¬
sure on Davis and Lee to Bend more troops from
Virginia. It is even quite probable that Grant
had positive information of the movement of
such troops, and moved just in time to stop it.
Mahone's division was in this fight, and we have
been informed irora a reliable source that that
veiy division was under order to join the troops
in front of Sherman.

Mors Trouble in Japan..Japan is likely to
be embroiled in another difficulty with England.
Two British officers were recently assassinated
there with great atrocity, and the British pre«
demands satisfaction for the deed. This has
been the common story with the oriental
nations of Asia. Every attempt of foreign
Powers to obtain a foothold there for commer¬
cial purposes has been resisted, and finally a

point has been gained by force of arms. It is
as true of China as of Japan. In 1840 England
went to war with China on the opium question,
and after severely punishing the Chinese, Eng¬
land obtained considerable commercial advan¬
tages and the entrie of several ports. More

recently she chastised ihe Chinese again in re¬

taliation for the murder of some British sub¬

jects, and again secured further advantagos,
including certain rights of trading in Pekin.
We had supposed that the Japanese were

approach in? something like civilization when
ambassadors were sent to this country and to

England a few years ngo. In New York they
wore received w;th all the distinction of the
most exalted guests. They wero filed and
feasted. The Metropolitan Hotel was converted
into a temporary Oriental palace for their recep¬
tion, and it v.aa eonOJantly expected that the
barriers which excluded the outside world from
commercial intercourse with the Japanese Em¬
pire would be entirely removed. But the Orl-

' ontals are a proud and stubborn people. The
concessions made at that time were but small,
and they were grudgingly rendered. A little
more freedom of trade and the opening of the
Internal Sea, it is true, have been granted
within the past tew months; but there is evi¬
dently a powerful party in Japan with whom
the ancient traditionary hostility to the "out¬
side barbarian" still forms the most prominent
idea of their ultra refined civilization. There
seams to be but ono way to control severely
savage and severoly civilized nations, and that
is by force. The Maoris of New Zealand and
the punctilious inhabitants of the Celestial em¬
pires of Eastern Asia have to be brought under
the rules which govern the outside world by
the same mc h «d. They have both to be con¬

quered into complaisance.
Qd£en Victouia and tub Railroads..Qneen

Victoria baa shown herself not only a sensible)
sovereign, but a very bumane and bencvolont
woman, by ber recent letter to tho English rail¬
way companies, urging increased precautions
for tho prevention of accidents. Some of the
English papers are complaining that the letter
" comes from n sourco unknown to the consti¬
tution," as if seeking to ignore the Queen; but
silly sticklers and quibblers about the unconstitu¬
tionality of everything are by no moans con¬

fined to England, and are unworthy of serious
attention anywhere. Every person who rides
upon railroadd, or who ever expects to ride
upon railroads, in tho Eastern or Western hem¬
ispheres, will thank Queon Victoria for her
letter, and she has thus entitle 1 herself to the
gratitude, not alone of her own subjects, but of
the whole civilized world.
The fact is that railway reforms to prevent

accidents are now indispensable. We have at¬
tained as great speod as is required at present,
and inventors and railroad companies should
devote their attention to securing the comfort
and safoty of their passengers. No one should
now begin a railroad journey without making
his will, saying his prayers, confessing his sins,
bidding his friends a last faruwoll and having
his life insured; for if he escape being burned
to death, blown up, smashed by a collision, or

tumblod over a precipice, be will certainly
catch a cold which will endanger his life. Re¬
cent developments in England have shown that
the railroads (here are bad enough; but those
of this country are a hundred times worse. No
day passes without its railroad accident, and
sleeping cars are rogularly converted into
cofflna. Under these circumstances wo cannot
but fcel obliged to Queon Victoria for her

timaly letter, and wo do not know that Presi¬
dent Lincoln could do botte? QtfW to follow her
humane and ncnnible example.

THE AE0LITIUI< 0F SUVtBY.
Indian*.

TUB CONSTITUTIONAL ABKNDBKNT ADOPTED IT TBI
STATS SENATE.

Ihmanopous, Feb. 10, IMS.
The joint resolution ratifying the constitution*! Amend¬

ment pawed the Sonate to-day,by . vote of 90 to ft. On*
democrat voted in the a(!lrm*Uv*. The Holm *xp*et*d
to Uk* Una! action to night

l»*w Jericy.
TBE PEOPLE IB PAVOB OP RATIPTtNO TBB ABEND-

KBNT.
Bukuxutoh, N. J., Feb. 10, 1M&

A large meeting was held her* last evening to Inau-

gurate the movement for th* circulation of petition* to
the Legislature u> ratify U>« ainrurtmont to th* ooostita-
Uon abolishing slavery.

Main*.
PBOCEEDINOS IN Till LMMLATCBB.

bom.
Auochta, Feb. T, IMS.

In passing th* rati floation to th* amendment to lb*
constitution abolishing slavery, th* Sra*xju» said in As-
daring the vote:.
"by this sublime act Main* give* her ratification to

Ike amendment of the conatltntion which drive* forever
from the land the curse of alavery. Ood save th* Stat*
of Maine. "
Th* Konne broke rrat Into load applause.
Mr. Cftorar, of Dexter, proposed thrr* rhe«ra for th*

"right* of man. " They were given heartily.
Cheers were given for "Abraham Lincoln," "Lieoten¬

ant Geaeral (irr.nl," and th* "I'nlon. "

Mr. Ch/.sn, of Doror, called Cor three ch**rs for th*
"Old TTnlon »

Mr. W«.», of Por. land.All up Th* old TTnton wm
good until they spoiled it Thr* chMrn were given for
th* "Old Cnloa."

Mr. CfeASS called for three eh**m for th* "*ld ntmsO-
tiiUon. " Given with crle* of "We can stand that too. "

More eJieerlng and speerhe* followed. Attorney Gen*,
ral Peter*, Mr. Webb, of Portland; Mr. Blak*, of Bangor:
Mr. Barker, oftheHenat*, Mr. weeton, of Gorham, and
Mr. Dloglej, of l*wlston, addr***it.g th* Hous* ia cun-

gT8dilatory remark*.
Aftor singing th* Hoxology the lion* adjonm**.

Ootimr a* Nn*o's Baloo*..On U»* orenlng of Man-

day th* IStb loot, Mil*, nnlcne D* Ratow, a Russian
violoncellist of oon*id*rable celebrity, will make ber dilmt
In public before an American anriieno*. in a eoucert to b*
given by Mr. Max Rtrsko^ch. She will be anaiitod by
Mr Jas. M. Wehll, * pianist and composer, who is also
favorably known In the musical world ab jr.rl, ard who
wBi likewise msk* his drat appearance be for* a cie-
Aunntio audience and as able can pan? of arista. Th*
box ofllc* loc U* sal* <A nsurr«4 ***** umb* U- <Uy .

THE\«OUTH.
THE SOUTli W * Klfih FEVER.

Fears that It* Passion
Evaporate.

The Rebel Authorities Urged to " Stifle
While the Iron is Hot." 1

CEABLESTOI EEPOBTED EVACUATED.

The South Carolina Railroads
Still Safe.

HOW REBEL PLOTS ARE HATCHED.

" TO WHAT BASE USES WE MAY COML^J

The Plan to Release the Johnson's Islanf
Prisoners and the Capture of the Chesa¬

peake Said to Have Been Organised
Through the "Want Col¬
umn " of the Herald.

A Ilint for Our Government
Detectives,

&£.) &C>» &C.

WASinxOTOK, Fob. 10, 18M.
The government received the following despatch tkk

morning:.
Crrr Pom, Va., Fob. 0, ISO*.

The Richmond papom of to-day contain no news. Thqr
lia\e no intelligence lrom General Sherman.
The Senate, by an almost unanimous vote, rejected the

bill putting twe hundred thousand negroes in the army.

linals alter *117 Tills, ror one tnmg, mint im

inded, If the Confederacy is to stand; and the pre-
, temper of the people In precisely the occasionW

amendment, we are willing to take the risk e.
is to anv oxtremitles (a vindication of. oar equal

The Present Prsslon of tHe Honth to ta
Madr Available Before It Evaporate**

[From the K.chmoud Examiner, Fo6. 8.]
There Is a profound end powerful spring of rovivified

passion, wrath tnd resolvo in our Confederate poopla.
It will be of no >:se: will l§wl to no good; will subside
again into deeper apoiby and despondency urlM t'-ronf
and dxuife me<j»ure$ be a' once IMM to rtto&TT '< CHtMlm*
bl and to convince tho poople that those who guvcra
this movement know how to give it the right impulstdl
and drive it on to its legitimate end with a strong an«
steady band. Tho people of tho Confederate States are
tins day ready for anything that leads straightforward la
the right direction.that I", to independence, and (wfcy
not Bay itt) to revenge. Tnore is a keen and craving
hunger to visit with stern and bloody retribuliua
that hateful generation which has dared te
propose that we, the Confederates, who have baffled
and routed their hosts on so many bloody fields, shall
crawl to their leet now, with halters round our necks aaa
ashes on our beads, and crave their mercy and pardoa
like a gang of thieves smoked out of their den. The
high and keen military spirit of the .war's first year
flames up sgaln ; snd that tide is rising Which, takea Ml
the flood, leads on to fortune.
What is need d nqjr Is some manifestation that UM

Confederate authorities are also up to the mark. Here¬
tofore there ha* been grievous dissatisfaction.and (If
more suppressed and devoured in silence thaa
has ever boon expressed in words.at the timid
policy of our government with respect to retallatioa,
which has, in fact, given to this confederacy the
appearance of accepting the position of rebels and
criminals resisting the execution of acknowledged law}
and has encouraged our enemies to assume
the Insolent airs wo now see, by permitting th?m so loaf
to commit outrages on the persons and property of on*
citizens without the fear of punishment In kind. At
some exhibitions of this sort the hearts of brave and

2roud men have sunk down into their boots, and the*
ave been forced to ask themselves, am we rebels aai

criminals alter all f This, for one thing, must to
amended,
sent t
that i

going to any oxtremiUes la vindication of oar

rights as belligerents. The enemy must not be
mltted any longer to decide at their pleesuft that parti-
son confederate soldiers, who turn oat to defend ths#
homes and damage the public enemy In Kentuolty aaa
Tonnes-see.two states represented In oar Confederate
Congress.are robbers and brUauds, whom it is lawful It
hang upon the next tree. Ono of ihe first and moet sa>
sential measures of a reformed Confederate policy malt
bo to vibi:. and tlint with aggravations, upen such ad¬
herents of the enemy as we may get within our pows*
all severities exercised upon Confederate citizens aai
soldiers.
The present excitement and tierce rosentmont at the

carefully prepared and elaborated outrage put upon 0*
by Lincoln and Reward mutt not he allowed to evaptrmla
and pats away in thf rKf oric and ckfrt of two or Aral
pul.kc meetings. The business before ua is of the I

practical, earnest and vital kind. Its successful I
depends mainly upon restoring the oonfldenoe of tto
people, and making them feel toat the government, Ift
all its branches, is fully committed along with theaa|
that the alternative for as all is to establish our indepe^
denoe, or clue to die. To produce this restored confi¬
dence it is in the first place desirable that Congroi
should, with all convenient speed, deal with the mllltaiy
bills now before it, and deal with them In such a manner
as to com luce the people and the army that our legislate**
and Senators mean to go '¦thorough. ' Several of these meaj
sures are hanging.for example that for consolidationm
regiments and companies, and that other for the emptor*
mont of negroes as team»u>rs, cook* and laborers. As te
the first there is considerable difference of oplnlea
amongst experienced offloers about the details of tto
measure, as it is now presented to both houses. They
bellovo that old organizations and denominations shoaM
bo retained as much as possible; and that where a regi¬
ment numbers as many as three hundred and twenty
men, Instead of being consolidated it should be reduced
to a Oatlallon. This, however, is a matter of detail ; sad
which way soever It be settled no doubt the army wll
acquiesce and make the best of It Even an error ta
matters of arrangement and detail Is not so Important
this week ss It was lart woek; the Important thing now
Is to got through with the business, and let the army sad
the country (eel that there Is in our legalatire bodies
both will and capacity to direct and impel the good wait
nuw remaining to be done.
With respect to the employment of negroes for work

connected with our defence, it Is mainly essential thai
taore should bt> on the part or slaveholders no maultesta¬
tion of grudging parsimony. Nor saa ws suppose that
there will be any such feeling. Our planters know new.
if they did not know before, what would tp their relatloa
te their n.gro property in the contingency o." any i>oasi-
bis or oonceivsbls reconstruction, reunioa or iubmls<<%
They know particularly well how It would (fere with thses
In that rrsaoct In case of subjugatioa, and will scaroa fee
guilty of ths sulcldsl e< onomy of restricting within .
loo clotlose percentage the ntimberaof their rervanta i

G eneral Lee can make uasful. according to thstr < s^
ties aod to ths exigencies which issy possibly arise.
The speedy restoration to the army of absentees with¬

out leavff la s matter which will require declsivs mea¬

sures, and «."* onoe. We cannot trust for this altogether
to the foroe of public opinion, even In a season of tto
most sublime oxcltemsnt. Doubtless a great many af
theee abeentees will now ooiae flocking to their com¬
mands when they hear what a gallant game their oea*
radea have on foot for tto coming months ; bat there wtt
still remain many skulksm, who will have to be looked
lor at homs and dragged from their hearthstonse, or elss
hunted down In remote valleys, among the moantalna
where they ere congregated In bands of marauders. ¦
Is suggested that detachments from tto army should to
sent Into each State for this servk-ei
But to Induce the stragglers to return, as weB

ea ta gratify and encourage those faithful soldlsse
who are always at their post, the sutyect si
payment of arrsars dseerree some consideration.
Lately this point waa strongly urged In the Mramtmtrj
but we do not hear that there has been any general pay¬
ment. It la true that ths Secretary of the Treesury ¦
desirous of contracting and depleting the euirensy, so a*
to bring it nearer to a par value, and thus rsducs price*}
and it may fee ssld that ths payment of all arrsars no#
due to the soldlsra would defeat this object bv floodlaf
ths oonntry at ones with dsloges of paper. What thaw
The longer theee arreate an allowed to run, the strongs*
will be that reason for not paying them. Are the sol¬
diers, then, to have ao money at dlf Is everybody nla*
to be paid In lull.end is all ths saving and restrictloa
and dspletion to be msds at tbelr eepense? Tills wMI
not do. Zealous, patriotic, devoted «s are our confederate
soldiers, there Is a limit to human eudurnnoe. The pre.
sent occasion soeins fsvorahle for adding to other stirau-
lants and Inducements, the sight and the touch of sossa
of Mr. Trsnholm's monsy.

It Is almost needless to say, what has been so often ra¬
pested, that there is not much (kith or hope to be ia>

posed evsu la all these practical measures, nor in ths re-
vived passion and anihnsiastn of our peopls, nor In soy.
thing elss that can be devised, unless General Lee to
Indeed and bona JUU In full command of sT the Oca
federate armies. That matter, we trust, Is arranged la
pursuance of the act of Courses, and la rorupiiaaoe
with the earnest prayer of the oountry. Tet we hevs
ssen se gsaeral order er other official notlfioatlca Isasd
by Oen»raJ 1/se on assuming tho larger command so ta-
tonded to be entrusted to him. lias he accepted the

o (licet And If so, whan shall we S*> hint u-idertake It*
dtrisaf Or hae he not accepted itf And If u..t, why not*
The army sad the people ar\ st tbls inotusut, full el
mettle a*id game; Uicy could ill brook a cotd, wad
blanket

lieporta In Rlrti«n"n<l o^fhe Rvscustlsa
of Charleston.

[From the Richmond Etami/ier, Feb *.]
There waa no ouatlrruawua at the U at Deuanuieol Ml


